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• Aim: 14 years after the 1st EuroSDR

action, to assess the current trends of 

VGI in NMCAs practices, to see how 

the field has advanced in this time

• The survey ran last November / 

December 2023

• On line

• Questionnaire set-up by the 

Workshop Conveners

The survey
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• 100% of EuroSDR members: 19 NMCAs

The survey results: which organisations answered?

• 23 answers from NMCAs, 2 from ACADEMIA
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• Production= 17; Strategy= 3; Research and Education= 5

The survey results: which people (function) answered?
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Does your organisation use or has it used VGI in some way?

No

Yes

• Possible choice “Yes and it is no longer used”= 0
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• Private companies: “utilities, railway infrastructure; Forest /remote sensing companies; 

Charging station operators”

Which types of volunteers/communities does your organisation

address?
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When did your organisation first experiment with or use VGI?
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How would you assess the level of VGI use maturity of your 

organisation?
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• “Location of coastal emergency telephones (more other efficient way)”

• “Never published. Too complicated for the Backoffice and fear of overload for the public”

• “Collaboration with scouts. Results lower than expected”

• “The former platform PAYSAGE has been desactivated due to a lack of maintenance 

resources”

• “Place names reporter application and road blocks reporter drive”

Have you ever discontinued any VGI programme? If yes, can 

you say which one and why?

5

8

Yes

No
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What are the reasons/ motivations for VGI usage within your 

organisation? Indicate How important is the use of VGI for the 

following activities, within your organisation: Change detection
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What are the reasons/ motivations for VGI usage within your 

organisation? Indicate How important is the use of VGI for the 

following activities, within your organisation: Validation



www.eurosdr.net

European Spatial Data Research

What are the reasons/ motivations for VGI usage within your 

organisation? Indicate How important is the use of VGI for the 

following activities, within your organisation: Currency
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What are the reasons/ motivations for VGI usage within your 

organisation? Indicate How important is the use of VGI for the 

following activities, within your organisation: Added value 

information
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What are the reasons/ motivations for VGI usage within your 

organisation? Indicate How important is the use of VGI for the 

following activities, within your organisation: Spatial Accuracy
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What are the reasons/ motivations for VGI usage within your 

organisation? Indicate How important is the use of VGI for the 

following activities, within your organisation: Attribute 

Accuracy
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What are the reasons/ motivations for VGI usage within your 

organisation? Indicate How important is the use of VGI for the 

following activities, within your organisation: Machine learning 

/ AI training data
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What are the reasons/ motivations for VGI usage within your 

organisation? Indicate How important is the use of VGI for the 

following activities, within your organisation: Public 

engagement
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What types of information have you collected with VGI? 1/2
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What types of information have you collected with VGI? 2/2

• Others: Historical topographical data (e.g. 19th century)

• Georeferencing historical maps 

• Condition of geodetical points

• Flood delineation
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If possible, could you comment here on how you manage the 

quality of information received?

Open question - 18 answers
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What is your vision of the future of VGI in your organisation? 

Key success factor(s) and obstacles to VGI’s use?
• Vision: “A shift from "collecting" role of data” and “increase 

use of VGI” vs “potentially useful but lower priority” and “At 

the moment "volunteered" and public authoritiy do not 

match”

• Success keys: data quality, “Manage to get VGI as an 

integral part of the organisation’s culture”, “Open 

collaboration attitude”, “make VGI a permanent part of 

educational program”

• Obstacles: data quality/reliability (6), lack of resources to 

implement tools for users and workflows (4), issue with 

non-compatible open license (CC-BY vs ODbL) (2)
Open question - 25 answers
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Thank you for your attention!

The reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license..

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

